BY ORDER OF THE SHAH

hundred thousand troops to subjugate Greece, he took
ship. Tens 6f thousands of his followers were left to
fend for themselves. They perished from hunger and
thirst.

In 479 B.C., at the famous battle of Plataea, the valiant
Spartans again defeated the Persians against fearful odds.
On the same day the Greeks scattered the Persian fleet
and army at Mycalse. The dual event was the beginning
of the end of the first Persian empire.

Xerxes returned to a life of lechery. Enamoured of
his brother's wife, he next craved the daughter. His own
wife, jealous to a fault, enticed her sister-in-law into her
power that she might inflict devilish tortures upon her.

Xerxes was murdered by the captain of his guard.
His reign had been a tragedy of wasted opportunity.
He had squandered his country's wealth and power and
morale in wanton ways, and his own life in debauchery.

After him came Artaxerxes, with a long reign of more
rebellions and conquests, and yet more naval actions.
Kings rose and fell, vainly seeking to stay the decline of
their empire.

The stage was well set for the Great Alexander.
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